HIV REPORTING UPDATE — NOVEMBER 2006

California Law Requiring HIV Reporting by Name

On April 17, 2006, a new California law took effect, changing the way that HIV cases are reported. ' The
new law requires that health care providers, laboratories, and local health departments (LHDs) report
cases of HIV infection using patient names instead of coded identifiers. For more information about the
new HIV reporting law, visit the California Department of Health Services, Office of AIDS (CDHS/OA)
Web site at www.dhs.ca.gov/AIDS.

Monthly HIV/AIDS Statistics

On a monthly basis, OA disseminates summary statistics that describe the extent of California’s
HIV/AIDS epidemic. These routine surveillance reports are available on OA’s Web site at
www.dhs.ca.gov/AlIDS/Statistics. Beginning in April 2006, the monthly HIV statistics published by OA
reflect the number of HIV cases reported by name. For HIV statistics based on cases reported by
non-name code, refer to surveillance reports published prior to April 2006, available on OA’s Web site.
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Collecting Race/Ethnicity on HIV/AIDS Cases

The most recent version of the Adult HIV/AIDS Case Report form (DHS 8641 A [6/06]) incorporates
changes to the race and ethnicity sections under part 111, Demographic Information. These changes
allow for the collection of race/ethnicity information using the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention required format. As a result, it is no longer necessary to complete the HIV/AIDS Confidential
Case Report Form Addendum: Race/Ethnicity Categories for every case. The latest case report form
also contains an additional box for the collection of expanded race information. This field provides a
detailed breakdown of the race/ethnicity categories. Because expanded race is a protected field in the
HIV/AIDS Reporting System (HARS), accessing it requires a special keyboard command. To access the
expanded race field, ‘Exp. Race’, from the HARS data entry screen (#2), move the cursor to the
‘Ethnicity’ field. Next, use the following keyboard command: from the ‘Ethnicity’ field, hold down the
control key (Ctrl) and press the backward arrow («). Once the cursor is located on the expanded race
field, hold down the shift key and press the question mark key (?) to generate the internal HARS list of
expanded race categories, and make the appropriate selection. For further assistance, contact your OA
surveillance coordinator.
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